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various origins having been explained we need not do more
than glance at their systems of government. These also
vary greatly, in accordance with the part of India they are
in, and the source from which the ruler's title has sprung.
The British Government has long laboured at bringing
some slight similarity of system into being, without destroy-
ing the many picturesque, distinctive and historical features
which exist.

The states themselves are each and all in treaty with
His Majesty, through the Viceroy, and have no sort of
connection or affiliation with any province or portion of the
British India and its peoples, except that in the case of the
lesser states they have till recently been dealt with by the
local Governors and their representatives. This has been
so from the earliest days of 'The Raj', partly because the
original Presidencies were so far apart from each other and
the Government of Bengal, which also became the Central
Government. Also the interests of the smaller states and
the fact that their actual boundaries are often curiously
indented, and even have islands within British India, made
handling by local authority, in the name of the Viceroy, a
much greater convenience. The coming of the 'Reforms9,
however, clearly indicated that the interests of the states
were now best in central hands.

It would be idle to pretend that all the several hundred
Princes govern their states well. The necessity for occasion-
ally removing a chief has shown that. There have been
those who deprecate interference by the Central Govern-
ment with the ruling Princes. A little reflection will show
that it is impossible to avoid doing so. Indeed it has been
felt that the policy of letting the chiefs more alone, as
introduced twenty years or so ago, has been in certain cases
disastrous. It is to be remembered that from time im-
memorial there are only two ways of getting rid of an
intolerable Eastern ruler, viz. revolution or palace murder.
British protection or support has removed the fear of the
one, and made the other a dangerous amusement. But